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The Story of our piper is well
known and authenticated. How
> his hands were chopped off over
400 years ago when he warned
M the MacDonalds of a Campbell
ambush. The question I am
always asked is “Have you seen
the ghost?” To which the simple
answer is “No.” But then
visibility is not necessary. It is
more a case of sharing Duntrune
with someone else....of not
feeling lonely. That brave and
loyal piper has as much right to
be here as myself. Maybe more...

On the other hand, there was a manifestation about
1958 -59 when my father and stepmother moved back to
Duntrune having abandoned Poltalloch House. The
previous three years had been spent on renovations,
which meant three years of discomfort for the ghost. As
a result he was not in the best of tempers when they
moved in. To show his annoyance objects would shift
at night, sometimes found on the floor in the morning.

s from Our Clan Chief

The Ghost of the Piper of Duntrune

By far the largest of these was a [
pewter serving dish, or achette,

lift. The target of his actions was s
clearly my step-mother, who had ":

supervised all the building works. | %8
So, ‘till the day she left Duntrune |

My late wife and I came to the |
castle in December 1976. 1 am
glad to say the ghost seems to
have found us both compatible
and congenial. No picture or
ornament has ever moved in our time. But, just occasionally,
our Labrador would behave as though some familiar friend
had passed by --- this generally happened in the small room
which led to the original fortified entrance gate in the
curtain wall.

Large pewter tray
behind the kitchen table
at Duntrune Castle

The usual question folk ask each other is “Do you believe in
ghosts?” I would put it differently...“Why Don’t you
believe in ghosts?”

Robin
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Ruminatations from the President

Over the years many of our members have contributed greatly by |
donating their time and talents to Clan programs and activities, such
as the newsletters, the Clan website, Clan records and finances,
genealogy, family history, manning Clan tents at Scottish games,
serving as officers, and a host of other activities. We are indebted to
all who have given so freely to promote and preserve our Scottish
heritage

The Clan Board of Directors would like to continue to tap into the vast knowledge and
talents that our members have to offer. We are looking for Clan members to assist with our
Clan programs. To list a few... the Clan Webpage, the newsletter, genealogy and the Clan
data base, Family history and DNA, scholarships, membership promotion, games, and
other areas where we should be involved.

We are also looking for people who will submit short, high interest articles for the Argent
Castle about Scotland and things Scottish, with special attention to MacCallums, Malcolms,
and all the variant spellings. Clan Chief Robin Malcolm has set the pace by providing
articles about the Duntrune Castle ghost and our recent visit to Duntrune for our AGM
2009.

On the mundane side, our Clan depends on the $20 annual membership dues to support
our programs. Membership numbers are down a bit. It would be most helpful if each of us
kept an eye on the renewal date of our memberships and make sure that we renew each
year, either at one of the Scottish games where our Clan is represented or by sending a
check to Clan Treasurer, Kinloch McCollum, Jr.

Please let us hear from you if you’d like to become more involved with Clan programs...
with your talents, ideas... and your membership dues.

Slainte,

Lon
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Christian G. Malcolm Kehm U.S.M.C.
Memorial Scholarship for 2010

The Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society of North America, Inc., and Alexis Malcolm Kilts
in cooperation with members of Clan Gunn will award the Fourth Annual Christian G.
Malcolm Kehm U.S.M.C. Memorial Piping Scholarship to piper(s) to attend one-week
sessions during the summer of 2010 at the North American Academy of Piping and
Drumming at the Valle Crucis Conference Center at Valle Crucis, North Carolina.

All applicants will be considered, but preference will be given to youth and people of

Scottish descent, military veterans, and descendents or relatives of veterans. Financial need

may be considered. Applications may be downloaded at:
http://Clan-maccalum-malcolm.3acres.org or www.alexismalcolmkilts.com

For application and more information contact the website listed above or,

Lon McCollum, President, Alexis Malcolm Kehm

Clan MacCallum-Malcolm, Alexis Malcolm Kilts

818 Quinlan Drive, Williamston, MI 48895 440 C.R. 720,Clewiston, FL 33440
lon@umich.edu clanmalcolm@yahoo.com

Deadline for completed and returned application materials is May 1, 2010.



St. Columba for the Birds

Many of our Society members know that the name “McCollum” means “follower of
Saint Columba.” We are referring to Saint Columba of Iona (521-597 A.D.), who formed
many churches and monasteries in both Scotland and Ireland. This article discusses
some of the recorded connections between Saint Columba and birds.

Columba was a prince of Clan O’Neill in Ireland, and his name at birth was Crimthann,
which means “fox.” Historians seem to differ on how Columba’s name changed. For
example, he may have had the nickname Colman, or “little dove” as a child. When he
grew older, he started to spend his days in the church, and his nickname became
Columcille, which means “dove of the church.” Another theory is that his birth name
was selected by his family, who followed a Druidic naming tradition. When he grew
older, he decided to follow Christianity, and took on a new name to reflect his new faith.
By any theory, it seems Columba preferred a name that meant “dove” over a name that

meant “fox.”

Adamnan, Columba’s chief biographer, wrote about a very unusual miracle performed by Saint Columba. Adamnan
prefaced the story as being almost too minor to mention, but too beautiful to ignore. It seems that Columba told one
of his followers that a crane would be blown onto the western shore of the Isle of Iona in three days at around nine in
the morning. He said that the crane would land on the beach and lie there, exhausted and unable to go further. He
asked the monk to go to the shore early that morning and wait for the bird. Upon arrival of the bird, the monk was
to take it to a neighboring house, where it would be kindly received. Columba predicted that the family would
carefully nurse and feed the crane for three days and three nights. After the third night, the crane would have
renewed its strength, and being a wild animal would no longer be able to stand being cared for by humans. The
monk obeyed, and on the morning of the third day, he watched for the arrival of the guest. The bird arrived
punctually, and immediately collapsed on the shore. As soon as the crane landed, the monk took it to the nearby
home and fed it. When the monk returned to the abbey, Saint Columba did not ask whether all had gone as he
predicted, but instead blessed him for his kindness, and reiterated that the visitor would return to its home within
three days. As Columba predicted, after being nursed carefully for three days, the bird rose into the sky in the sight
of its hosts, and flew straight back over the sea toward Ireland.

A very different folk story from Ireland relates the danger of Columba’s ability to perform miracles and his
irritability. Columba made a trip to Ireland in order to attend a synod meeting in Drumceatt. He travelled
blindfolded the entire time, because he had left Ireland before, vowing to never lay eyes upon it again. He was
accompanied by Aedh, the King of the ancient kingdom of Dalraida. According to the folk tale, the wife and maid-
servant of King Aedh grew jealous of Columba because of his influence with the king. They referred to him as "a
crane-like priest." Columba, who was famous for his quick temper, became angry and turned the women into cranes.
The story says that there is still a ford at Roe Park not far from Drumceatt called Atha De Chor, which means “the
ford of the two cranes.” We are told that, to this day, both birds can often be seen on this stretch of the river.

Thad McCollum

Sources:

The story of the rescued crane is from Life of Saint Columba, Founder of Hy. Written by Adamnan, Ninth Abbot
of the Iona Monastery, ed. William Reeves, ( Edinburgh: Edmonston and Douglas, 1874). The text can be found at
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/columba-e.html and is part of the Internet Medieval Source Book, a collection
of public domain and copy-permitted texts related to medieval and Byzantine history.

The Irish folk story is from the website of the Radisson Blu Roe Park Resort of Limavady in Northern Ireland. The
website is http://dev7.tavs.lv/eng/home/history-1/life-of-st.-columba.



Scottish Games Alma, Michigan
May 23-24, 2009

The 42nd annual Scottish Festival and Games were held at Alma College in
May. Michael Letts from Birch Run Michigan became a new member. Michael
traces his family back to great-grandfather, John MacCallum who came from
Kilmartin, Argyll, Scotland through Canada to Michigan. We were happy to
renew acquaintances with members Jennie Williams, Steve McCollum, Carol
Strozier, and Gail McCallum Nordwall. Member Karthryn Spetz reported that
her third great-grandfather, Alexander Malcolm, came from Scotland §

to London, Ontario, in 1891.

Longtime Clan members and tent co-hosts Gary and Ellen i
McCallum Baker proudly carried the MacCallum/Malcolm Clan gl
Banner in the Parade of Tartans for the opening ceremonies. We
were joined at the tent by Clan President Neil McCallum and his
wife Shirley. Thanks to Thad and Hannah McCollum, for joining us

Gail as tent hosts. :
McCallum Lon & Marian McCollum, (1_2 I.{a'thryn SPetZ’ da.ughter
Nordwall risti, and friend, Linda.

Conveners
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17® Annual Kalamazoo Scottish Festival
Kalamazoo, Michigan — August 22, 2009

Karen, Klay, Daniel and Arthur Woodworth hosted the Clan
\ MacCallum-Malcolm Society clan tent at the 17th annual $E58
A\ Kalamazoo Scottish Festival on August 22. We had many visitors

e\ to the clan tent who enjoyed our display of Neil McCallum’s clan
@ photos from The Gathering. Festival attendees also enjoyed the
athletic competitions, massed band performances, dancing exhi-
""" bitions, Harper’s Circle, a Highland Cattle Show, and many

& - other activities. If you’ve never attended the Kalamazoo Scottish
Klay Woodworth Family  Fegstival, or you haven’t come for many years, we hope you will David Howard Clan

join us next year and march in the clan parade. Best Tent Award for 2008

10® Annual Michiana Celtic Festival
South Bend, Indiana — August 29, 2009

£ The Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society was represented for the first

T m—

Karen with the winning
shortbread!

reading about Duntrune Castle and The Gathering, which inspired
them to talk about visits to Scotland.

The 10th Michiana Celtic Festival was held at the St. Joseph county
Klay playing the  fairgrounds. It featured the Bryan Verkler Invitational Highland Games, named in memory of a
concertina Mishawaka police officer who gave his life in the line of duty at the age of 27. At the first festival
in 2000, he set the still-standing record in the Open Stone Throw event by throwing a 25-pound
stone a distance of 33 feet, 10.5 inches. Highlights for us were seeing the 42nd Royal Highlanders Band of Lafayette,
Indiana, and Karen winning the first prize medal for her shortbread in The Fiddler’s Hearth baking competition.

Karen & Klay Woodworth, Conveners



Wisconsin Highland Games
September 5 & 6, 2009

As one of Jim McCallum's first official duties as Vice President of our Society, he and
his wife Nola attended the Wisconsin Highland Games located in Waukeshau,

Canada. The weather treated us to two bright and sunny days. Our tent was honored
to be visited by former Wisconsin Governor Scott McCallum and his wife, Lori and
(1) Neil McCallum, Jim his son Za'char}f. Scott’s‘ brother
McCallum, Don McCollum John and his wife Sara enjoyed all .
of the events of the games. We SES S
also had the pleasure of meeting ¢

Bernie and Shirley McCallum from Watertown, Wisconsin. Don- _
ald McCallum brought his scrapbook of our visit to Scotland and '
it was great to relive the memories. Our experiences at The
Gathering 2009 was the primary topic of discussion by the many

clans that attended both of these wonderful events.

Neil & Shirley McCallum, Conveners  (I-r) Scott McCallum & Lori, Zach, Neil McCallum,
Sara & John McCallum and Shirley McCallum

[EEIEIIE E I EE S E I E =S =S E =S S =S =S E =S =S =S = S =S =S = =S =S =S =S =S =S =S =S =S = ==

Stone Mountain Highland Games
Stone Mountain, GA, October 16-18, 2009

The Edinburgh “Gathering” and the Argyll “homecoming” S —
were certainly memorable events. (We enjoyed the colorful (S 9P NI&@IN
coverage in the Commemorative “Argent Castle”.) Those fg
who attended continued to happily describe their Scotland
visit. Anne and Jim McCallum brought such wonderful
photos to our Clan tent that we could imagine ourselves
being there. Thank you Clan Chief Robin, Clan Society
officials and many, many more who planned such a glorious
event.

Now, back to Georgia...the drought is over and HOW!
Saturday found kiltmaker Alexis Malcolm Kehm, 35 sign-in
guests and two new member families donning rain gear and wearing wool ever so gladly.
Luckily, however, Sunday’s sunshine welcomed the presentation of a Lifetime Clan
Society Membership Award to our “Argent Castle” editor, Shirley Carrier. We love to
celebrate!

Dianna & Bruce Malcolm

Don & Joan Malcolm, Conveners

Editors Note: Don and Joan Malcolm along with Alexis Malcolm
(I-r) Don Malcolm, Wayne Kehm really pulled off a fast one when they surprised me with the
Malcolm, Macy Dykes & Mitzi Li f et i me Member ship Award. |

Malcolm Dykes the Clan officers for this wonderful award. You all have a special
pl ace in my heart and | | ov e
MacCallum-Malcolm Society. It is my pleasure to serve you!

Note: A special welcome to new member, Thomas Richard, who is not pictured. Shirley Carrier & Don Malcolm

5



Update from the NE Games

' i I have been busy all over New England representing the clan from
the Bonnie Brae Scottish Festival in New Jersey in June (where Steve [gj*
Malcolm and family visited from Glen Ridge, NJ), to the 16th}

members Fred & Cyrilla Shaw who signed up in Goshen, CT), to the
o Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans Service at First Presbyterian Church in
Stamford, CT in October where I served as the Beadle and my son,
Wesley, was a snare drummer for the Mt. Kisco Pipe & Drum Band.

Rick Mattice, Convener [
Note: A special welcome to new member Steven Malcolm (not Amy McCollum with

Steve, Scott, Ewan
& Pamela Malcolm

pictured) who joined in August. Rick Mattice
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Wel come to Terry McCallum, Austral
I was born in London and immigrated to Sydney in 1987 PN ~ _—

with my wife Pam, and our three young daughters. We have | ¥
been married for 34 years, and our three daughters have | Ky
given us (to date) four grandsons.

I became “Clan aware” considerably later in life. My wife |
and I were strolling around a highland gathering at 5
Bundanoon one year and we were drawn by Darvill

Malcolm’s tantalizing spell to enlist into the Society.

My passions are for my family and my history, be it my
personal genealogy or my clan roots. I also love and play
music, poetry and quality reading. I am consumed by the
history of Scotland and its Royal Family, and how it impacts
and is impacted upon by numerous other royal houses of
Europe.

(I-r) Maureen Aley, David & Sandra DeGroen, Eddie & Eileen
Lyons, Darvill Malcolm, Terry McCallum & wife Pam
Connor, & Ian Longbottom

I am honored by the privilege to serve my Clan as High Commissioner, and eagerly anticipate the joyous tasks ahead.

A special note of appreciation is extended to Darvill Malcolm who pioneered the Clan in Australia and has graciously
turned over the Commissionership due to health reasons.
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) Christmas Gift Ideas

Here are two wonderful Christmas gift ideas for your family, friends...or yourself!

1. Clan MacCallum-Malcolm quality products embroidered with the Clan Crest are available through the
Wicks website at http://www.wickssports.com/maccallum-malcolm. Remember that a small portion of the
purchase price is returned to the Clan.

2. Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society of North American, Inc. Membership. Membership is still one of the best buys
going for only $20 per year. Don’t miss the beautifully done Argent Castlethat comes out four times a year. If you did
miss the “Commemorative Edition-Summer 2009” that covers the Gathering, AGM and other events that happened in
Scotland, it is available on our newly revamped Clan website at http://clan-maccalum-malcolm.3acres.org.

Gift memberships should be made payable to Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society of North America, Inc. All the details
can be found on the next page.

Slainté,

Lon



Membership Renewals or New Member Sign-Up

This issue of The Argent Castlehas been sent to former members whose annual memberships have expired. We hope
that you will be encouraged to renew your memberships.

Frequently asked questions about menm
Who may join the Clan? As a 501 (c)(3) tax exempt charitable organization, membership is open to all persons who
have a genuine interest in Clan MacCallum-Malcolm and who will seek to uphold Scottish tradition and heritage.
Are there family memberships? Individuals, spouses and children under 18 living at the same residence qualify for
family memberships.
Why should I join the Clan?
The opportunity to promote the preservation and study of Scottish history, culture and heritage.
2. Receive the Clan newsletter, The Argent Castle, which contains stories and information of general interest to
the Society’s members.
3. Access to a genealogical database.
An informal network of assistance with family name research from other members who have done a great deal
of research on family lines.
5. Be a part of the Family Tree DNA Project.
6. Pride of membership in the Clan, and social contacts with other MacCallums and Malcolms at the many
Highland Games and Scottish affairs around the country and the world.
Are my dues and contributions to the Clan tax deductible on my Federal Income tax? Yes.
Will I receive a bill for renewal? No. Members are encouraged to renew at Games or by mail.

Membership Renewal

Annual dues are $20 (U.S.). The dues are used to pay for the publishing and mailing The Argent Castleas well as
sponsoring the tents at various Scottish Games in which we participate. Please check the address label of this issue of
your Argent Castleto determine your membership status. To save resources, our Society does not send out invoices.
Please see expiration date on mai. lfyoargnenibashige Has efpited] goarb e r
label is marked “Please Consider Renewing your Membership.” To renew, send a check for $20 (one year), $40 (two
years) or $60 (three years) to: J. Kinloch McCollum, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer, 2395 Chimney Drive, Middleburg, FL
32068-4209.

Clan MacCallum—Malcolm Soc1ety of North Amerlca Inc.
Membership Renewal New Gift Date

Name

Address

City State Zip

E-mail Tel ( )

Annual Dues 1 year $20 US; 2 years $40; 3 years $60; or years @ $20=$

Donor’ s name (i f gift)

Please make checks payable to Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society of North America, Inc. Return this
completed form along with your check to: J. Kinloch McCollum, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer, 2395 Chimney
Drive, Middleburg, FL 32068-4209. Thank you.



Note: All Conveners, please be sure to send pictures and write-up within two weeks after your games to Shirley
Carrier, Editor of the Argent Castle, at shirleycarrier@slpres.org. Thank you!

Upcoming Games ~ January - May 2010 + AGM in July

. Contact .
Date Event Location E-mail
Person
January 16 | Central Florida Highland Games Orlando, FL. Howard ocurrans@cfl.rr.com
& 17 (www.flascot.com) Curran
February 27,1 NE Florida Highland Games Jacksonville, FL. Kinloch VAI12JKM1989@aol.co
2010 www.neflgames.com McCollum m
April 10 New York Tartan Day Parade NYC, NY Rick rpmattice@hotmail.com
Mattice
April Loch Norman Highland Games Huntersville, NC R.]. “Dick” jmcallum@nc.rr.com
McCallum
May 15 Minnesota Highland Games Farmington, MN Jon mccallumj@prodigy.net
McCollum
May 30-31 Alma Highland Games Alma, MI Lon lon@umich.edu
McCollum
July 10 AGM at Grandfather Linville, NC Brown & Righton | arhmccallum@msn.com
Mountain Highland Games McCallum jmcallum@nc.rr.com
Dick McCallum

o, Clan MacCallum-Malcolm Society of North America, Inc.
{ ) The Argent Castle Newsletter
2/ 3295 Chimney Drive

k@/ Middleburg, FL 32068

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED



